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Abstract: Special libraries in India cater to the information needs of specific groups, focusing on diverse
domains such as technology, law, health, and forestry. Forestry libraries, which are a subset of special
libraries, play a crucial role in supporting research, policy development, and decision-making in the field
of forestry and environmental sciences. This research paper explores the use of information sources in
forestry libraries in India, examining the resources they provide, the services they offer, and the challenges
they face in serving their specialized user groups
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L. INTRODUCTION

Special libraries in India are tailored to meet the specific needs of users in particular fields, and forestry libraries serve a
critical role in the realm of forestry and environmental research. These libraries cater to professionals, researchers,
students, policymakers, and environmentalists, providing access to vital information that supports sustainable forest
management, conservation efforts, and ecological research. In India, where forests cover a significant portion of the
country, the role of forestry libraries becomes especially important for informed decision-making regarding forest
policies, wildlife conservation, and environmental protection.

Forestry libraries typically operate in institutions dedicated to forestry research and education, such as the Indian
Council of Forestry Research and Education (ICFRE), State Forest Departments, and various forestry research
institutes. These libraries not only support academic research but also provide resources for professionals involved in
the management, protection, and sustainable development of forest resources.

II. ROLE AND FUNCTION OF FORESTRY LIBRARIES IN INDIA
Forestry libraries in India are designed to support users working in diverse fields related to forestry, including
silviculture, forest ecology, biodiversity conservation, wildlife management, and forest policy. These libraries provide
essential information resources and services to researchers, forest officers, students, and policymakers. The role and
function of forestry libraries in India can be categorized into the following areas:

2.1 Resource Provision

Forestry libraries provide a wide range of information sources such as books, research papers, journals, reports, theses,
and government publications. These resources cover various aspects of forestry, from scientific research on forest
ecology and biodiversity to technical reports on forest management and conservation strategies.

Books and Monographs: Forestry libraries house an extensive collection of books and monographs related to forestry,
environmental studies, wildlife management, and climate change. These texts serve as important reference materials for
researchers and students.

Journals and Periodicals: Specialized journals such as Forest Ecology and Management, Indian Forester, and
Journal of Forestry Research are crucial for keeping forestry professionals updated on the latest developments in their
field.
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Research Reports and Theses: Forestry libraries collect and archive research reports, project reports, and doctoral
theses, which document original research and innovations in the field of forestry and environmental sciences.

2.2 Information Services

Forestry libraries provide various information services that are customized to meet the needs of their users. These
services are integral in supporting research and decision-making in the domain of forestry.

Current Awareness Services (CAS): Forestry libraries offer current awareness services to keep users informed about
the latest developments, publications, and research related to forestry and environmental science. CAS may include
updates on new books, journal articles, reports, and online resources.

Selective Dissemination of Information (SDI): This service helps in delivering relevant and personalized information
to users based on their specific areas of interest. Forestry libraries often use SDI to alert users about new research,
publications, and developments in specific areas of forestry.

Reference and Information Retrieval Services: Library professionals assist users in locating specific information and
resources related to forest management, conservation techniques, and ecological research. The provision of accurate
and timely reference services is key to supporting research in the field.

Document Delivery Services (DDS): Forestry libraries facilitate access to research articles, reports, and papers that
may not be available in their immediate collection. Through inter-library loans and document delivery, they ensure that
researchers can access necessary documents from other libraries or databases.

2.3 Digital and Online Resources

In the digital age, forestry libraries in India have increasingly integrated technology to expand their information
services. Digital resources and online databases have become indispensable in meeting the growing demand for current,
reliable, and accessible information.

Digital Repositories: Many forestry libraries in India maintain digital repositories of research papers, dissertations,
technical reports, and government publications. These digital archives are accessible online, enabling users to access a
wealth of information remotely.

Online Databases and E-Resources: Forestry libraries subscribe to various online databases such as ScienceDirect,
SpringerLink, JSTOR, and Web of Science. These platforms provide access to peer-reviewed journals, articles, and
books that are vital for research in forestry and environmental sciences.

Geospatial Data and Mapping Tools: Forestry research often requires the use of geospatial data for forest mapping,
land-use planning, and biodiversity assessment. Forestry libraries provide access to Geographic Information System
(GIS) data, satellite imagery, and related tools that are essential for spatial analysis in forest management.

2.4 Collaborative Services and Networking

Forestry libraries in India also collaborate with other libraries, research institutions, and government bodies to facilitate
the exchange of information and resources. By establishing networks with national and international libraries and
research organizations, these libraries can enhance their resource base and provide users with access to a wider range of
information.

Library Networks: The Indian Council of Forestry Research and Education (ICFRE) has a network of forestry
research libraries across the country, and many state forest departments have their own specialized libraries. These
libraries often share resources, participate in collaborative research projects, and organize joint seminars or workshops.
Inter-Library Loans and Document Sharing: Collaborative services such as inter-library loans allow forestry
libraries to share resources, especially when specialized materials are required. This ensures that researchers have
access to a comprehensive set of resources, even if they are not available locally.

2.5 Types of Special Libraries in the Forest Sector
Special libraries in the forest sector are typically located within government agencies, research institutions, educational
organizations, and conservation groups. They cater to specific user needs related to forest management, environmental
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protection, biodiversity conservation, and policy development. These libraries can be broadly categorized into the

following types:

Forestry Research and Education Libraries

These libraries are located within forestry research institutions and educational establishments dedicated to advancing
knowledge in forestry science. They provide specialized information resources to support research, training, and
education in various fields of forestry.

Indian Council of Forestry Research and Education (ICFRE) Libraries

ICFRE operates a network of libraries across its various research institutes and centers. These libraries play a vital role
in supporting the research needs of forestry scientists, forest officers, and conservationists by providing access to
books, research articles, journals, and government publications.

State Forest Department Libraries

The State Forest Departments of India, which oversee the management of forest resources at the state level, also
maintain specialized libraries. These libraries are critical for forest officers, policymakers, and local government
authorities working on forest management and conservation.

State Forest Department Libraries (e.g., Tamil Nadu, Madhya Pradesh,etc.)

Each state in India has its own forest department library that supports the needs of regional forest officers, researchers,
and practitioners. These libraries offer resources relevant to local forest management practices, biodiversity
conservation, and land-use policies.

Wildlife and Environmental NGOs Libraries

Many environmental NGOs in India maintain libraries with collections focusing on wildlife protection, environmental
conservation, and forest biodiversity. These libraries cater to researchers, activists, and students working on projects
related to forest and wildlife protection.

Wildlife Institute of India (WII) Library : The Wildlife Institute of India in Dehradun has a well-developed library
that focuses on wildlife research, forest biodiversity, and conservation. The library houses specialized literature on
endangered species, ecosystems, and biodiversity management, supporting the research and education of professionals
in wildlife conservation and forestry.

University Libraries with Forestry Departments
Several universities in India offer forestry-related courses and programs, and these institutions have their own
specialized libraries to support forestry research and education.

University of Agricultural Sciences (UAS) Libraries

Universities such as the University of Agricultural Sciences in Bangalore and the Punjab Agricultural University have
specialized libraries catering to the needs of forestry students and researchers. These libraries provide access to forestry
textbooks, research papers, and policy documents.

Central University Libraries with Forestry Departments

Some central universities in India, such as the Central University of Himachal Pradesh, offer degree programs in
forestry and environmental sciences. These institutions maintain libraries with specialized collections on forestry
research and environmental conservation.
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National Libraries and Archives with Forestry Collections

A few national libraries in India house valuable collections related to forestry and the environment, especially
government documents, reports, and research publications that have national significance for forest management and
conservation policies.

National Institute of Rural Development (NIRD) Library : The NIRD in Hyderabad focuses on rural development,
including forest-based livelihoods, forest management, and sustainable practices. Its library offers valuable resources
on socio-economic issues related to forestry and rural communities.

III. CHALLENGES FACED BY FORESTRY LIBRARIES
While forestry libraries in India serve a crucial role in providing information resources, they face several challenges in
fulfilling their mission. These challenges include:

3.1 Limited Funding and Budget Constraints

Forestry libraries often operate under budgetary constraints that limit their ability to acquire new books, journals, and
digital resources. Due to limited financial resources, many libraries are unable to subscribe to high-cost international
journals and e-resources.

3.2 Lack of Skilled Personnel

There is a shortage of qualified and skilled librarians trained specifically in managing specialized collections and
information resources in the field of forestry. Proper training in information management, digitization, and database
management is essential to effectively run a forestry library.

3.3 Accessibility and Infrastructure

In some remote areas, especially in rural regions where forestry research is concentrated, the accessibility of libraries
and information resources can be a challenge. Poor infrastructure, limited internet connectivity, and the lack of
advanced digital tools can hinder access to critical information.

3.4 Information Overload and Relevance

With the increasing availability of digital information, users of forestry libraries often face information overload. The
challenge lies in filtering and selecting relevant information from vast volumes of online content. Forestry libraries
must develop effective strategies to provide curated, relevant, and authoritative resources to users.

3.5 Preservation of Traditional Knowledge

In addition to modern scientific research, forestry libraries also need to preserve traditional knowledge related to forest
management, indigenous practices, and local ecological knowledge. Balancing the preservation of this knowledge with
the incorporation of modern scientific advancements presents a challenge for these libraries.

IV. CONCLUSION

Forestry libraries in India serve an essential role in advancing research, policy, and management practices in the field of
forestry and environmental sciences. They provide a wide range of information resources, including books, journals,
research papers, and digital content, to support professionals and researchers. However, these libraries face several
challenges related to funding, infrastructure, and information management. Despite these challenges, advancements in
digital technologies and collaborative networks are helping these libraries enhance their services and reach a broader
audience. Addressing the challenges they face will enable forestry libraries to better support sustainable forest
management, conservation, and ecological research in India.
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