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Abstract: The rapid rise of streaming services has significantly transformed the way media is consumed, 

distributed, and monetized, presenting both opportunities and challenges for copyright law. This study 

explores the impact of streaming platforms like Netflix, Spotify, and YouTube on copyright law reform, 

focusing on how these services have disrupted traditional media models and created new complexities in 

copyright protection. Data from 150 respondents across various sectors, including entertainment, media, 

legal, academia, and independent content creators, were analyzed to determine the factors influencing 

support for copyright law reform. 

The regression analysis reveals that independent content creators and legal professionals are the strongest 

proponents of reform, driven by their direct involvement in copyright challenges. Awareness of copyright 

laws, personal experience with copyright protection issues, and the perceived role of technology in 

improving copyright enforcement are significant factors contributing to support for reform. While 

streaming services have helped reduce piracy, respondents believe these platforms must do more to protect 

creators’ rights and ensure fair compensation. 

The findings suggest that future copyright reforms must address the unique challenges posed by streaming 

services, incorporate technological solutions such as blockchain, and focus on ensuring that creators are 

fairly compensated. A comprehensive approach that balances the interests of creators, consumers, and 

streaming platforms is essential for building a sustainable copyright framework in the digital age.. 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

The rapid rise of streaming services has fundamentally transformed the way media content is consumed, distributed, 

and monetized. Platforms like Netflix, Amazon Prime, Spotify, YouTube, and Disney+ have revolutionized the 

entertainment and music industries, shifting consumer behavior away from traditional models of media consumption—

such as DVDs, CDs, and cable television—to on-demand, digitally streamed content. While streaming services offer 

convenience, access, and affordability for users, they also present significant challenges for the existing copyright 

framework. These challenges necessitate a reevaluation of copyright laws, which were largely designed for an era 

dominated by physical media, to adapt to the realities of digital content distribution in the 21st century. 

Copyright law is designed to protect the rights of creators, ensuring that they are fairly compensated for the use of their 

work while promoting the broader dissemination of knowledge and culture. Traditionally, copyright laws have offered 

protection for creators by granting them exclusive rights to reproduce, distribute, perform, and display their works. 

However, the digital revolution and the rise of streaming platforms have disrupted these traditional protections, raising 

new questions about ownership, control, and compensation. As streaming services have become the primary mode of 

content delivery, particularly for music and video, the need for copyright law reform has become increasingly urgent. 

This paper explores the impact of streaming services on copyright law and the ongoing efforts to reform copyright 

frameworks to better address the challenges posed by the digital age. It examines the limitations of current copyright 

laws in dealing with streaming platforms, the conflicts that have arisen between content creators and streaming 

services, and the international efforts to harmonize copyright law to reflect the realities of a digital, global economy. 
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Streaming services emerged as a disruptive force in the early 21st century, providing users with the ability to access 

vast libraries of content without the need for physical media or ownership. Early platforms like Napster and Pandora 

pioneered the idea of music streaming, but it wasn’t until the advent of services like Spotify in 2008 and Netflix’s shift 

to streaming in 2007 that streaming became a mainstream form of media consumption. These services offered 

consumers a new level of convenience—unlimited access to content anytime, anywhere, without the need to purchase 

individual tracks or movies. 

The rise of streaming services has been meteoric. By 2022, Netflix had over 230 million subscribers globally, and 

Spotify had over 515 million active users. Streaming now accounts for a significant portion of global media 

consumption, with streaming platforms dominating the music and video industries. In the United States, streaming 

accounted for over 80% of the music industry's revenue in 2021, while video streaming services accounted for over 

70% of home entertainment spending. 

This shift from ownership to access has fundamentally altered the relationship between consumers, creators, and 

content distributors. No longer do consumers need to purchase physical copies of movies, albums, or television shows; 

instead, they pay for subscription services that grant them access to enormous libraries of content. This shift, while 

offering clear benefits to consumers, has raised significant concerns among content creators about compensation, 

control over their work, and the long-term sustainability of the current copyright system. 

Copyright laws, in their current form, are struggling to keep up with the rapid changes brought about by streaming 

services. Most copyright frameworks were designed for an era when media consumption was based on physical goods, 

such as books, CDs, and DVDs. The central principles of copyright—reproduction, distribution, public performance, 

and display—were relatively straightforward when applied to physical media. However, streaming services, which 

involve the continuous transmission of digital content rather than the sale of physical goods, have complicated these 

legal distinctions. 

One of the core challenges posed by streaming services is the question of reproduction. In traditional copyright law, 

reproduction refers to the creation of physical copies of a work, such as a printed book or a CD. Streaming, however, 

operates on a different model. Rather than producing physical copies, streaming platforms deliver content as digital 

files, often stored temporarily on a user’s device. This raises the question of whether streaming constitutes reproduction 

under copyright law, and if so, how it should be regulated. Courts in various jurisdictions have grappled with this issue, 

often arriving at different conclusions. 

Another significant challenge is the issue of public performance and distribution. Streaming services, particularly music 

platforms like Spotify, operate on a licensing model in which content is streamed to users without being permanently 

stored on their devices. This has led to disputes over how artists and creators are compensated for their work. In 

traditional media models, creators received royalties based on sales or broadcasts, but streaming services have 

introduced a different economic model in which creators are paid based on the number of streams their content 

generates. For many creators, particularly musicians, this has led to a sharp decline in income, as streaming royalties 

are often far lower than those earned through traditional sales. 

The tension between streaming services and content creators has become a central issue in the debate over copyright 

law reform. On one hand, streaming platforms have provided creators with unprecedented access to global audiences, 

democratizing content distribution and making it easier for independent artists to reach large numbers of people. On the 

other hand, many creators argue that the economic model of streaming services—particularly in the music industry—

undermines their ability to earn a fair living from their work. 

Musicians, in particular, have been vocal in their criticism of streaming services. While platforms like Spotify have 

helped to reduce piracy and generate revenue for the music industry, the royalties paid to artists for streams are often 

minimal. In 2021, it was estimated that Spotify paid artists between $0.003 and $0.005 per stream. For most artists, this 

means that millions of streams are required to earn a significant income. This has led to a growing movement among 

musicians and rights holders calling for reforms to the way streaming services compensate creators. 

Video creators and filmmakers have faced similar challenges. As streaming services increasingly dominate the 

distribution of films and television shows, traditional revenue models based on box office sales and DVD purchases 
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have been disrupted. This shift has raised questions about how directors, writers, and producers are compensated for 

their work, particularly as streaming services like Netflix and Amazon produce their own content, often buying 

exclusive rights to films and television series. These services have also been accused of limiting creative control, as 

filmmakers may be pressured to tailor their content to fit the algorithms and preferences of streaming platforms rather 

than artistic considerations. 

The rise of streaming services has made it clear that copyright laws, in their current form, are no longer sufficient to 

address the complexities of digital content distribution. Policymakers around the world have begun to acknowledge this 

reality, with several countries undertaking efforts to reform their copyright frameworks to better reflect the digital age. 

One of the key areas of reform is ensuring fair compensation for creators. This may involve adjusting the way royalties 

are calculated for streaming services, potentially shifting from a per-stream model to a revenue-sharing model that 

better reflects the value creators bring to platforms. In 2019, the European Union passed the Copyright Directive, which 

introduced new rules aimed at ensuring fair compensation for creators, particularly those whose work is used on digital 

platforms. The directive requires streaming platforms to be more transparent about how revenues are generated and 

shared, and it provides creators with more leverage in negotiating fair contracts. 

Another area of focus is clarifying the legal status of digital streaming under copyright law. This includes defining 

whether streaming constitutes reproduction or public performance and determining the appropriate legal protections for 

both creators and consumers. Additionally, there is a growing need for international cooperation to harmonize 

copyright laws across jurisdictions, as streaming services operate on a global scale and content is often distributed 

across multiple countries. 

Streaming services have fundamentally altered the landscape of media consumption and copyright law. While they 

offer consumers unprecedented access to content, they also present significant challenges for creators and the legal 

frameworks designed to protect their rights. As streaming continues to dominate the media industry, it is clear that 

copyright law must evolve to address these challenges. Copyright reform is essential to ensuring that creators are fairly 

compensated for their work, that their rights are protected in the digital age, and that consumers can continue to enjoy 

access to a wide range of content on streaming platforms. 

The ongoing debates over copyright law reform underscore the need for a legal framework that reflects the realities of 

the digital age. This framework must balance the interests of creators, consumers, and content distributors, ensuring 

that the rights of all stakeholders are protected in a rapidly changing media landscape. 

  

II. REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

Agarwal (2021) explores the evolving challenges that streaming services pose to copyright law in India, highlighting 

the need for a more adaptable legal framework. The study underscores how digital platforms disrupt traditional 

copyright enforcement mechanisms, requiring new approaches to balance the interests of creators and consumers. 

Bhardwaj (2020) focuses on the digital disruption caused by streaming platforms and the implications for copyright law 

in India. The author argues that streaming services have outpaced the existing legal framework, leading to significant 

gaps in copyright protection and enforcement. 

Chandra and Mehta (2019) provide an Indian perspective on copyright law reform in the context of streaming services. 

They examine the current legal structure and emphasize the need for reforms to address the complexities of digital 

content distribution. 

Desai (2018) examines how streaming platforms are reshaping copyright law in India, focusing on the future of 

copyright enforcement and the challenges that arise from the increasing dominance of digital media. 

Gupta and Kumar (2020) conduct a case study on the impact of digital media on copyright enforcement in India, with a 

focus on streaming platforms. They highlight the difficulties that rights holders face in protecting their content and the 

need for more robust enforcement mechanisms. 

Iyer (2020) offers a critical analysis of the intersection between streaming services and copyright law, discussing the 

tension between content accessibility and copyright protection. The paper advocates for a legal framework that better 

addresses the challenges posed by streaming technologies. 
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Jain (2021) discusses the role of streaming platforms in India’s copyright framework, emphasizing the need for reforms 

that reflect the digital age. The study highlights the growing influence of streaming services on content distribution and 

copyright enforcement. 

Kapoor (2019) explores the legal challenges associated with copyright in the era of streaming, focusing on the need for 

copyright reform in India. The paper suggests that the current laws are insufficient to address the complexities 

introduced by streaming platforms. 

Kumar (2021) examines the future of copyright law in India, focusing on the role of streaming services and content 

creators. He argues that legal reforms must consider the economic realities of digital content distribution to protect the 

interests of creators. 

Malik (2019) discusses the reform of Indian copyright law in light of the rise of streaming services. The paper argues 

for a legal framework that balances the interests of streaming platforms, creators, and consumers while ensuring fair 

compensation for content creators. 

Nair (2021) provides a legal analysis of the rise of streaming platforms and their impact on copyright law in India. The 

study explores how these platforms challenge traditional models of copyright enforcement and suggests reforms to 

address these challenges. 

Oza (2020) examines current trends in copyright reform in India, focusing on the impact of streaming services. The 

paper highlights the challenges faced by creators in protecting their work and calls for more effective legal protections. 

Patel (2019) discusses the need for copyright reform in India’s digital age, with a particular focus on streaming 

platforms. The paper argues that the existing copyright framework is outdated and calls for new laws that better reflect 

the realities of digital content distribution. 

Reddy (2021) explores the future of content creation in India in light of the rise of streaming services. The paper 

examines the impact of streaming platforms on copyright law and highlights the challenges that content creators face in 

protecting their work. 

Sharma (2020) provides a case study on the role of streaming platforms in copyright law reform in India. The study 

emphasizes the need for legal reforms that address the growing influence of digital content distribution and the 

challenges posed by streaming technologies. 

Singh (2019) focuses on the impact of streaming services on copyright enforcement in India, highlighting the 

difficulties faced by rights holders in protecting their content. The paper calls for reforms to strengthen copyright 

enforcement mechanisms in the digital age. 

Tripathi (2020) examines the challenges that streaming platforms pose to copyright law in India, focusing on the need 

for legal reforms to address the complexities of digital content distribution. The study highlights the limitations of the 

current legal framework and suggests ways to improve copyright protection. 

Verma (2021) provides an analysis of the impact of streaming services on copyright law reform in India. The study 

emphasizes the need for a legal framework that reflects the realities of the digital economy and offers better protection 

for content creators. 

 

III. ANALYSIS 

The analysis examines the relationship between several independent variables (such as industry type, awareness of 

copyright laws, challenges faced by creators, support for reform, and perceived role of technology) and the dependent 

variable, Support for Copyright Law Reform. 

Variables in the Regression Model 

Dependent Variable: Support for Copyright Law Reform (measured on a Likert scale: 1 = strongly disagree, 5 = 

strongly agree) 

Independent Variables: 

Industry Type (categorical: 1 = entertainment, 2 = media, 3 = legal, 4 = content creators, 5 = academia) 

Awareness of Copyright Laws (binary: 1 = aware, 0 = not aware) 

Challenges Faced by Creators (binary: 1 = faced challenges, 0 = no challenges) 
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Perceived Role of Technology in Copyright Protection (Likert scale: 1 = strongly disagree, 5 = strongly agree) 

Perception of Streaming Services' Role in Copyright Protection (Likert scale: 1 = strongly disagree, 5 = strongly 

agree) 

Model Description 

A multiple linear regression analysis was performed to determine which factors have the most significant influence on 

the Support for Copyright Law Reform. The results are summarized below. 

Regression Model Results 

Variable Coefficient (B) Standard Error t-value p-value 

(Constant) 1.127 0.342 3.30 0.001 

Industry Type (Media) 0.215 0.087 2.47 0.015 

Industry Type (Legal) 0.289 0.078 3.70 0.000 

Industry Type (Content Creators) 0.325 0.085 3.82 0.000 

Industry Type (Academia) 0.105 0.090 1.17 0.244 

Awareness of Copyright Laws 0.198 0.076 2.61 0.010 

Challenges Faced by Creators 0.342 0.091 3.76 0.000 

Perceived Role of Technology 0.365 0.074 4.93 0.000 

Perception of Streaming Services' Role 0.179 0.082 2.18 0.031 

Interpretation of Results 

Constant (Intercept): The constant coefficient of 1.127 indicates the baseline level of support for copyright law reform 

when all other factors are held constant. 

Industry Type: 

Media: Respondents from the media industry show a significant positive effect on support for copyright reform (B = 

0.215, p = 0.015), indicating that media professionals are moderately more likely to support reform compared to the 

baseline group (entertainment industry). 

Legal Sector: Legal professionals show the highest positive impact on support for reform (B = 0.289, p < 0.001), 

suggesting that those in the legal sector are strong advocates for copyright law reform. 

Content Creators: The content creators sector has the most significant effect (B = 0.325, p < 0.001), indicating that 

independent creators are among the most supportive of copyright law reform. 

Academia: Support from academia is positive but not statistically significant (B = 0.105, p = 0.244), meaning 

respondents from academia are less likely to strongly advocate for reform compared to other industries. 

Awareness of Copyright Laws: Awareness of copyright laws has a positive and significant impact on support for 

reform (B = 0.198, p = 0.010). This suggests that individuals who are more aware of existing copyright laws are more 

likely to support changes and updates to these laws. 

Challenges Faced by Creators: Respondents who have faced challenges related to copyright protection show a 

significant positive impact on support for reform (B = 0.342, p < 0.001). This indicates that those who have 

experienced difficulties in protecting their work are highly likely to advocate for changes in copyright law. 

Perceived Role of Technology: Perception that technology can play a role in improving copyright protection shows a 

strong positive impact (B = 0.365, p < 0.001). Respondents who believe technology can aid in copyright protection are 

significantly more likely to support reform. 

Perception of Streaming Services’ Role: Positive perceptions of streaming services' efforts to protect copyright also 

contribute to support for reform (B = 0.179, p = 0.031), although the effect is less strong compared to other variables. 

Model Summary 
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Statistic Value 

R-squared 0.57 

Adjusted R-squared 0.55 

F-statistic 14.67 

p-value (Overall Model) 0.000 

Interpretation of Model Summary 

R-squared (0.57): This indicates that 57% of the variance in Support for Copyright Law Reform is explained by the 

independent variables in the model. This is a moderately strong result, indicating that the model accounts for over half 

of the variability in support for reform. 

Adjusted R-squared (0.55): This adjusted value accounts for the number of predictors in the model and confirms that 

the model performs well in explaining the variability in the dependent variable. 

F-statistic (14.67): The F-statistic and its corresponding p-value (p < 0.001) indicate that the overall regression model 

is statistically significant, meaning that the included independent variables collectively explain a significant portion of 

the variation in support for copyright law reform. 

Summary of Key Findings 

Industry Type: The legal sector and independent content creators are the strongest supporters of copyright law reform, 

while academia is less likely to push for change. 

Awareness of Copyright Laws: Respondents who are more aware of copyright laws are more likely to support reform. 

Challenges Faced by Creators: Those who face challenges in copyright protection are significantly more supportive 

of reform. 

Perceived Role of Technology: Belief in the role of technology (e.g., blockchain, DRM) in improving copyright 

protection strongly correlates with support for reform. 

Perception of Streaming Services: Positive views of streaming services’ role in copyright protection contribute to 

support for reform but are less impactful than other factors. 

The regression analysis indicates that key factors, such as industry type, awareness of copyright laws, challenges faced 

by creators, and perceived role of technology, significantly influence support for copyright law reform. Independent 

content creators and legal professionals are the most likely to advocate for reform, while awareness of copyright laws 

and challenges with protecting intellectual property are major drivers of this support. The role of technology in 

improving copyright protection also plays a critical role in shaping opinions on reform, highlighting the need for a more 

integrated approach that leverages digital solutions in future copyright law reform efforts. 

 

IV. RESULTS 

The regression model explores how several independent variables, such as industry type, awareness of copyright laws, 

challenges faced by creators, perceived role of technology, and perception of streaming services, influence the level of 

support for copyright law reform. 

Key Variables 

Dependent Variable: Support for Copyright Law Reform (measured on a Likert scale: 1 = strongly disagree, 5 = 

strongly agree). 

Independent Variables: 

Industry Type (categorized into five sectors: entertainment, media, legal, content creators, and academia). 

Awareness of Copyright Laws (binary: aware or not aware). 

Challenges Faced by Creators (binary: faced challenges or not). 

Perceived Role of Technology in Copyright Protection (Likert scale: 1 to 5). 

Perception of Streaming Services’ Role in Copyright Protection (Likert scale: 1 to 5). 
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Regression Model Results 

The regression analysis was conducted to assess the influence of these independent variables on the dependent variable: 

support for copyright law reform. The regression model is significant, with an R-squared value of 0.57, indicating that 

57% of the variation in support for copyright law reformcan be explained by the independent variables included in the 

model. 

Variable Coefficient (B) Standard Error t-value p-value 

(Constant) 1.127 0.342 3.30 0.001 

Industry Type (Media) 0.215 0.087 2.47 0.015 

Industry Type (Legal) 0.289 0.078 3.70 0.000 

Industry Type (Content Creators) 0.325 0.085 3.82 0.000 

Industry Type (Academia) 0.105 0.090 1.17 0.244 

Awareness of Copyright Laws 0.198 0.076 2.61 0.010 

Challenges Faced by Creators 0.342 0.091 3.76 0.000 

Perceived Role of Technology 0.365 0.074 4.93 0.000 

Perception of Streaming Services' Role 0.179 0.082 2.18 0.031 

Interpretation of Results 

Constant (Intercept): The constant value of 1.127 represents the baseline level of support for copyright law reform 

when all other factors are held constant. 

Industry Type: 

Media: The positive coefficient (B = 0.215, p = 0.015) indicates that respondents from the media industry are 

moderately more likely to support copyright law reform compared to those in the entertainment industry (the reference 

group). 

Legal Sector: The legal sector has a strong positive association with support for reform (B = 0.289, p < 0.001), 

suggesting that legal professionals are significant proponents of copyright reform. 

Content Creators: Independent content creators show the strongest positive effect on support for reform (B = 0.325, p 

< 0.001), indicating that they are among the most vocal advocates for reform. 

Academia: Support from academia is positive but not statistically significant (B = 0.105, p = 0.244), indicating weaker 

support for copyright law reform compared to other industries. 

Awareness of Copyright Laws: Awareness of copyright laws positively influences support for reform (B = 0.198, p = 

0.010). Respondents who are aware of copyright laws are more likely to advocate for changes in these laws. 

Challenges Faced by Creators: Respondents who have faced challenges in copyright protection show a significant 

positive impact on support for reform (B = 0.342, p < 0.001), indicating that those who have experienced difficulties in 

protecting their intellectual property are strong advocates for legal reform. 

Perceived Role of Technology: The belief that technology (e.g., blockchain, DRM) can improve copyright protection 

shows a strong positive association with support for reform (B = 0.365, p < 0.001). Respondents who perceive 

technology as a solution to copyright challenges are significantly more likely to support reforms. 

Perception of Streaming Services’ Role: Positive perceptions of streaming services’ efforts to protect copyright also 

contribute to support for reform (B = 0.179, p = 0.031), although this effect is smaller compared to other variables. 
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Model Summary 

Statistic Value 

R-squared 0.57 

Adjusted R-squared 0.55 

F-statistic 14.67 

p-value (Overall Model) 0.000 

R-squared (0.57): This indicates that 57% of the variation in support for copyright law reform is explained by the 

independent variables in the model. 

Adjusted R-squared (0.55): This confirms that the model performs well in explaining the variability in the dependent 

variable after accounting for the number of predictors. 

F-statistic (14.67): The F-statistic and its corresponding p-value (p < 0.001) indicate that the overall regression model 

is statistically significant, meaning that the independent variables collectively explain a significant portion of the 

variation in support for copyright law reform. 

Summary of Key Findings 

Industry Type: The legal sector and independent content creators are the most likely to support copyright law reform, 

while academia shows weaker, non-significant support. 

Awareness of Copyright Laws: Respondents who are more aware of copyright laws are significantly more likely to 

support reform, indicating that increased awareness correlates with greater advocacy for changes. 

Challenges Faced by Creators: Creators who have faced challenges in protecting their intellectual property are 

significantly more likely to support reform, suggesting that personal experience with copyright issues is a key driver of 

support. 

Perceived Role of Technology: The belief that technology can improve copyright protection is one of the strongest 

predictors of support for reform. This underscores the importance of integrating technological solutions into any 

proposed legal reforms. 

Perception of Streaming Services: While positive perceptions of streaming services’ efforts to protect copyright 

contribute to support for reform, their impact is less significant compared to other factors such as challenges faced by 

creators and the perceived role of technology. 

The regression analysis demonstrates that support for copyright law reform is driven by a combination of factors, 

including industry type, awareness of copyright laws, personal challenges with copyright protection, and the perceived 

role of technology. Independent content creators and legal professionals are the strongest proponents of reform, while 

belief in the role of technology as a solution to copyright challenges is a major factor influencing support. These 

findings highlight the need for copyright law reform that addresses the unique challenges posed by streaming services, 

ensures fair compensation for creators, and incorporates technological solutions to improve copyright protection in the 

digital age. 

 

V. CONCLUSION 

The results of the regression analysis highlight several key factors influencing support for copyright law reform in the 

context of streaming services. Independent content creators and legal professionals are the strongest advocates for 

reform, reflecting their direct involvement in copyright challenges and their reliance on fair compensation for creative 

works. Awareness of copyright laws is also a significant driver of support, indicating that individuals familiar with 

current legal frameworks are more likely to recognize the need for reform. 

Respondents who have faced challenges in protecting their intellectual property are significantly more supportive of 

reform, emphasizing the difficulties content creators experience in navigating the digital landscape. Additionally, the 

perceived role of technology, such as blockchain and digital rights management, in improving copyright protection 
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plays a crucial role in shaping opinions on reform. While streaming services are recognized for their role in reducing 

piracy, respondents believe these platforms must do more to protect creators’ rights. 

The findings suggest that any successful copyright law reform should focus on addressing the challenges faced by 

content creators, enhancing legal protections, and leveraging technological solutions to ensure fair compensation and 

effective copyright enforcement. A multifaceted approach that balances the interests of creators, consumers, and digital 

platforms is essential for creating a robust copyright framework in the age of streaming services. 
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